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Exmouth a sustainable town: agenda 

 
 
ü A definition of sustainability and what it means to TTE 
ü Creating a vision for Sustainable Exmouth: The Win-Win-Win 

scenario 
ü The context 
ü Are people interested? 
ü Exmouth today 
ütǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ мΥ vǳŜŜƴǎ 5ǊƛǾŜ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ¢ƘŜ Ψ{ǇƭŀǎƘ ½ƻƴŜΩ 
ü An example on our doorstep? 
ü!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŎƻΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 
ü Examples from around the world 
ü Is sustainability possible in Exmouth? 
ü Next Steps 

 



A definition of sustainability 

 

Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ  

society are interconnected and that present needs should not be  

met at the expense of the future. A decision that commits future  

generations to excessive costs, or leads to irrevocable  

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΩ 

                                                                                      United Nations 



What does Sustainability mean to TTE 
 

      Ψ! ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊΣ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘΣ 
informed and driven by an understanding and  passion for the positive 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŜŎƻ-friendly technologies that 
planners, developers, businesses  and residents can bring to the physical 
infrastructure, economic, social, and cultural wellbeing of the town 

                                                                                         Transition Town Exmouth 



A vision for Exmouth: to become a beacon of 
excellence in sustainable practises 

Education with 
sustainability at 
its core 

Community approach 
to the environment 

Sustainable work practises: 
 -sustainable apprenticeships  
 -sustainable jobs 

Community energy 

Community transportation 

Sustainable approach 
to tourism 

Sustainable approach 
to development: 
 -commercial 
 -residential 

A healthier community 

Support of local food  
and drink producers 



No vision for Exmouth is complete without 
imagining a future for the young 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

óEducation should prepare young people for jobs that do not yet exist, using 
technologies that have not yet been invented, to solve problems of which we 
are not yet awareô 

                                                                                  Richard Riley  



No vision for Exmouth is complete without 
imagining a future for the young 

 
 
                                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We believe that the future is already here.....we can imagine a world 
powered  without fossil fuels....and a learning and growing environment  
which inspires them........  

Education should prepare young people for jobs that do not yet exist, using 
technologies that have not yet been invented, to solve problems of which we are not 
yet aware  

                                                                                  Richard Riley  



NI schools bring electric cars to Goodwood IET Formula 24 race 

The car built by pupils at St Colm's High School in Draperstown: The idea, to design a highly 
efficient electric vehicle, that can do up to 30mph for up to four hours. 
  
"It's not just about the race - it's also about the engineering behind it, so there are portfolio and 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦά   
 
ΨtǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ 
ƻǳǘƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ н ǘƻ м ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦΩ 
Source: BBC 



Creating a vision for sustainable Exmouth: 
¢ƘŜ Ψ²ƛƴ-Win-²ƛƴΩ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ 

A healthier town is 
better for the 
residents and 

makes for a happier 
community 

A greener town  creates a 
positive environmental impact 

A greener town = a 
healthier 

environment = 
good for business 



Creating a vision for sustainable Exmouth 
The Win-Win-Win Scenario 

 ¢ƘŜ ¢¢9 ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨŎƭŜŀƴŜǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΩ 9ȄƳƻǳǘƘΦΦΦΦΦ 

ŀ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Ψ9Ŏƻ ¢ƻǿƴΩ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ  

Repute 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Better for the community, better for business and better 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƴ-Win-²ƛƴΩ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 
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The Win-Win-Win Scenario 
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How? 
ü  An architectural and planning blueprint....for new builds, creating smart buildings and 

smart businesses that positively contribute towards a healthier environment and 
sustainable community 
 

ü For existing buildings tapping the governments Green Deal incentive schemes 
 

ü Collective/community purchasing and switching of energy supplies, introducing new 
renewables such as wind, wave energy and estuary heat pumps  for which Exmouth is 
ideally located 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Better for the community, better for business and better 
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Creating a vision for sustainable Exmouth 
The Win-Win-Win Scenario 
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How? 
ü  An architectural and planning blueprint....for new builds, creating smart buildings 

and smart businesses that positively contribute towards a healthier environment and 
sustainable community 

ü CƻǊ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ΨǘŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ DǊŜŜƴ 5Ŝŀƭ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ 
ü Collective/community purchasing and switching of energy supplies, introducing new 

renewables such as wind, wave energy and estuary heat pumps  for which Exmouth is 
ideally located 

When? 
ü The time is now. Our Queens Drive development is the most exciting opportunity this 
ǘƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΦΦΦΦŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΩ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Better for the community, better for business and better 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƴ-Win-²ƛƴΩ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 



Why is it important? 

It touches all our lives, it touches all aspects of our lives.... 

 

ü Our children and their education 

ü Our health 

ü Our economy 

ü Our jobs, our careers 

ü hǳǊ ΨŘƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

ü Our environment 

 

 

 
Sustainability is a binding force that links 

everything we do and want to be 



  The context 



          Context 1: Sustainable Britain, the built                              
environment 

 

ü The UK has a legal commitment to reduce its carbon emissions by 80% by 
2050.  

ü The challenge: if the UK is to meet its legal target then the homes we live 
in, buildings we work in, and leisure facilities we play in will need to be 
transformed to make them greener and more energy efficient over the 
coming years. 

ü Excellent opportunity: to rethink how we design, construct and maintain 
our buildings to help ensure they have a long term future.  

 

 



Context 2: 4 key drivers 
 

The Federation of Master Builders (the largest trade association in the UK 
building industry)  believes there are four key drivers to bring about a low  
carbon built environment:  

   
ü The need to minimise waste across the industry  
ü The need to reduce carbon emissions from housing and other buildings through 

innovation in materials and process  
ü The need to create sustainable communities and a sustainable work force 
ü The need to give specific and practical advice to real design and site activity.  
  
ü The FMB is determined that the building industry should be a lead player in the 

move towards a low carbon built environment. They aim to achieve this by 
outlining policy recommendations to government and opinion formers to enable 
builders to play a full and constructive role in building the new greener, more 
energy efficient Britain. 

 



Context 3: Climate change itself 

 
ü Buildings need to be constructed for the possibility of more extreme 

weather patterns, greater range of heat and cold, greater wind strengths 
and higher rainfall 

ü Global examples of extreme weather events 

ü ΨлллΩǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 

ü 14,802 people died in the extreme heat in France in 2003 for which the 
ΨŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 



Building designers assume temperatures will remain at this level 

Predicted change 

Source: Gale and Snowden 

Why building design and construction must change 



Context 4: Green tourism 

On World Tourism Day 2013, UN secretary-general Ban Ki moon said the industry  

was άespecially well-placed to promote environmental sustainability, green growth  

and our struggle against climate change through its relationship with energyέΦ 

 

After revealing that over a billion people now travel across international borders  

annually ς a huge 4,000% increase on the 25 million who travelled to foreign lands 

in the 1950s ς he added, άImagine what one act multiplied by one billion can doΦέ 

 

 



Context 4: Green tourism 

The Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development emphasised that 

well-designed and well-managed tourism can make a significant contribution to the  

economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. 

 

Initiatives such as the Hotel Energy Solutions toolkit developed by the UN World Tourism 

Organisation and the UN Environment Programme demonstrate how by deploying clean 

energy solutions can cut energy consumption and carbon emissions in some regions by up  

to 40% 

 

Visit England says that sustainability isn't about doing business differently, it 
is about doing business better. 

 

Sustainability, it argues, saves money, reduces business risk, increases profitability and  

allows the country to appeal to an increasing market of environmentally conscious  

customers 

 



Context 4: Green tourism 

                           

 

                            Lƴ 9ȄƳƻǳǘƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘΥ ¢ƘŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŜǾŜƴǘ                     

                            organised and hosted by TTE invited some key participants in the       

                            local tourist business to  participate in an open discussion and                  

                            workshop on how they might help make the difference  

 



Are people interested? 

Research by Visit England revealed: 

 

ü 50% of people are interested in staying in environmentally-attuned places and 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ΨōǊŜŀƪΩ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

ü ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊǳǎǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΥ ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄΩ 

 

ü 71% of Trip Advisor members said in 2012 that they plan to make more eco-
friendly choices in the next 12 months, compared to 65% that did so in the past 12 
months 

 

ü 46% of consumers are willing to pay extra for products and services from socially 
responsible companies, according to a Nielsen Wire survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exmouth Today 

ü In 2009 the population was 47,950 which in the preceding 10 years, 
increased by 5.41%  (source: Devon County Council) 

üA tourism business worth £millions to the town  

üA business infra-structure dependent on retail , the licensed trade 
ŀƴŘ ΨǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭκ9ȄŜǘŜǊΩ ōŀǎŜŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 

 

ü! ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƻǿƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ 
people (wide demographic and psychographic mix), let down by a 
dated (but well loved) tourist infrastructure 



Exmouth Today 



Exmouth Today 



Today's  
Amusements 


